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Midweek Services
Wednesday 7:00PM

We continue on Wednesday
evenings through April 10, we
come together at 7:00PM for
Evening Prayer. Our theme is:
“‘Perfect Love Casts Out Fear’.
Please plan now on making these
services a part of your observance
of this holy season.
And. ..

Soup Suppers
Wednesdays 6-6:45PM

We will be serving a light supper of
homemade soup and bread each
week. Our “menu” will be:

April 3—Vegetable Beef

April 10—Chicken, Corn & Potato
This supper will be served in
Fellowship Hall from 6-6:45PM,
and will be followed by time for
clean-up and for fellowship, with
our evening’s worship beginning
promptly at 7:00PM. While there
is no “charge” for this meal, there
is a suggested donation of $3.00/
person to help cover expenses.

HOLY WEEK

Palm/Passion Sunday
Sunday, April 14

Both services will feature a
Procession with Palms as we turn
our focus to the reading of the
Passion of our Lord according to
St. Luke. The celebration of Holy
Communion will conclude our
worship at both services.

Holy Mon/Tues/Wed
April 15-17 at 7:00PM

Services of the Word will focus on
our Lord as He makes His way to
the Cross, which awaits Him at
Calvary. Preachers for these
services will come from our church
family.

APRIL 2019

Maundy Thursday
April 18 at 7:00PM

There will be an opportunity for
worship on this holy day, including
Corporate Confession and
Forgiveness (with Individual
Absolution) and the celebration of

Holy Communion. This service
includes a sermon and Choir
participation.

Good Friday
April 19 at 7:00PM

There will be an opportunity for
worship on this holy day. We call
this Friday “Good” because it is a
day of victory; by the cross, Jesus
has conquered sin for us. Members
will read the Passion of our Lord
according to St. John.

The Easter Vigil
April 20 at 8:00PM

The climax of the sacred
“Triduum” (three days) which begins
on Maundy Thursday is reached in
this service which abounds in
imagery; darkness and light, death
and life, chaos and order, slavery
and freedom. This most holy night
is the central mystery of our
salvation - Christ’s saving death and
Resurrection.

This service has four distinct parts:

¢ Service of Light - The New Fire
is struck, the Paschal Candle is
lighted, and God is praised as
we travel through the building to
the Nave.

¢+ Service of Readings - Old
Testament texts rehearsing the
story of our God and His people
are read.

¢ Affirmation of Baptism - All
present will participate in the
affirmation of their Baptismal

Continued...
Vows.

¢ Service of Holy Communion -
The “First Communion” of
Easter, foreshadowing...

The Resurrection of
Our Lord
Easter Day - April 21
8:30 & 10:30AM

There will be two services on this

holy day —

¢ 830AM — A somewhat
abbreviated service of Holy
Communion.

¢ 10:30AM —  This is the
primary service for the day.
Choirs will participate, and a
supervised Nursery will be
provided.

Summer Worship

After over a year of
conversation and looking at the
survey results for having one
service in the summer, it was
recommended by the Worship

Committee to move to one
service in the summer. The
Church Council voted to

implement the new time for this
coming summer to have worship
beginning at 9:30AM starting on
May 26 and ending on September
1. Our fall schedule will begin on
September 8 with two services
again at 8:30 and 10:30AM.

This is an opportunity for us to
worship  together as  one
congregation where we can get to
know one another. This will be a
change for everyone and it is
hoped that the members of the
church will adapt to the new time
and continue to be part of our
faith lives together. This change
will be evaluated in the fall to see
if we continue with it in the future.
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A Message From the Pastor:

Springtime is now officially here and my daffodils,
and crocus are flowering and the tulips and hyacinths
are pushing their way to the surface. Winter is now
over, we hope, and the days are longer and the sun
is warmer. Springtime is for new life as we leave the
cold winter behind. That new life means that it's time
to get to our chores outside and clean up our yards
and flowerbeds. It is time to consider those outdoor
projects that we have in mind and for me it meant to
uncover the grill and put some burgers on it for
dinner.

Springtime for us right now in the church is the
season of Lent and our journey to the cross with our
Lord. It is also about new life as Christ goes to the
tomb but on the third day he is raised from the grave.
New life indeed is before us.

It is also time for us to consider those projects that
are needed around the church. In the fall, we asked
for your support of our Capital Improvement Fund to
raise funds to do some much needed repairs around
here. First was the moisture problem on the
northwest corner of the lower level. We have a
contractor who is going to come and work on that.
The second thing was to make needed repairs and or
repave some or all of the parking lot. In the
meantime, the heating system went out for the Nave
and we had to replace it. We used some of our
reserves to pay for that project that is now completed.

So as spring has arrived so is the time for us to
work on the parking lot and we are still in need of
your support to accomplish this project. We have
received donations to the Capital Improvement Fund
from our last request and we are grateful for all of the
support. But we are still in need to raise much more
to be able to work on the parking lot after the
moisture problems are tackled. As you consider your
support of the church, we ask that you continue to
support the Capital Improvement Fund so that we
can make the needed repairs. As one member
stated, “It's our church and we need to take care of
it.”

Yours in Christ, Pastor Kerns

Synod Assembly Voting Members:

| would like to thank Donna Murray and Tony Wright
for committing to serve as our lay voting members for
the Synod Assembly at Messiah College. We are
grateful for their willingness to serve in this way. At
the Assembly, we will be electing a Bishop, Vice
President of the Synod which is a lay person, and a
new Secretary of the Synod which is actually a
volunteer position.

REMINDER—
SCHEDULING FOR
THE HILLTOP HERALD

If you know you will not be available for a particular
Sunday, please contact the office 717-545-4211 and
leave a message, send an email to
secretary@churchonthehilltop.org, or you even may
write a note on the back of your Sunday attendance
form before the 15th of the preceding month. \We will
do our best not to schedule you for any duties in the
following month.

Also...Be sure to notify the office of any changes in
your address, telephone number or email address.
We can only keep you informed if we have your
current information. Thank you!

ADULT FORUM

The Adult Forum continues to meet Sunday mornings
between the worship services in the Youth Room
(#10). Please join us as we are beginning a new
study on the Women of the Bible. We will begin with
the “Bad Girls of the Bible.” Come and meet some of
the women who played a part in the Biblical Story
and who are overlooked at times. We do not meet on
the third Sunday and encourage everyone to join us
for breakfast in Fellowship Hall.

Lenten Offering Boxes

We mailed boxes along with the Hilltop Herald to all
members last month. We encourage you to consider
your stewardship as we move through the forty
days of the Lenten season. We ask that you give as
you are able to support the ministry of our church.
Thank you.

Lenten Journey

I's the season of Lent and part of our Lenten journey
is to repent and Psalm 51 is a good source for
reading this Lenten season and beyond. “Have
mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within me.” (Psalm 51:1-2, 10)

BAPTIZED

Julian Nicholas Luttrell, son of Kayla and Amber

Luttrell, was baptized March 24, in the

A name of the Father, Son, and the Holy
S Spirit. Welcome to the Lord’s family!
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Breakfast Is Served!
Sunday, April 14*
9:00AM-10:15AM

Our Fellowship Team continues to put together a
delicious breakfast (hot and cold items, breads,
coffee, tea, hot chocolate, etc.) for all comers
between 9:00—10:15AM on the third Sunday of
each month, and all for a freewill offering. Be sure
to join us for great food, and lots of fellowship!
Remember, half of the proceeds each month will go
to a local charity.

This month, half of our free will offering will be
donated to the Bethesda Mission. Join us on April
14* (*NOTE: date change this month to the
second Sunday) or you can make a donation
anytime during the month of April. You may place
your check (payable to “Christ Lutheran Church”) in
the offering plate noted “Bethesda Mission” on the
envelope... and please, give generously. Thank
you.

NOTE: If you would like to donate a hot or cold
breakfast item, or your time, to support the
Fellowship Team, please sign-up in the Great Room.

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
EASTER EGG HUNT

APRIL 14, 11:45AM
Hop your way to the Easter Egg Hunt for all Sunday
School children (ages pre-K through 6th
&, grade) on Sunday, April 14. Children and
.f’%g parents should gather in Fellowship Hall.
= We will be dividing the children into two
groups, a younger group and an older group. The
hunt will take place outside on the church grounds,
weather permitting, or inside if the weather does not
cooperate. Don'’t forget to bring your Easter basket!
Also, feel free to invite some friends. The more, the
merrier!

If anyone would like to help with a donation, there
are bags of empty eggs in the Great Room. Please
feel free to donate candy that would fit in the eggs or
grab a bag of eggs, fill them and return to the boxes
in the Great Room by April 7. Thank you and we
look forward to finding eggs with you on
Palm Sunday!

CONGREGATION
; COUNCIL

Ke";\“&ﬁ‘ This month we will meet on April 14 in
2 Room 9 immediately following the
second service.

Care Packages

for our College Students and Military
Care Packages for our College Students and Military
will be assembled by the Fellowship Team on
Sunday, April 14. These packages are a huge
success—and a great way for our church family to
stay connected with our students and those serving
in the military. If you would like to make a
contribution, a sign-up sheet and a donation box will
be in the Great Room beginning Sunday, March 24.
Monetary donations will also be accepted to help
defray shipping costs (each package costs $10).
Checks (payable to Christ Lutheran Church) or cash
may be placed in the offering plate—please note
“Care Package” on the envelope.

We need provisions for approximately 20 boxes, and
homemade cookies or brownies are especially
popular (bring those on 4/14 & please have them
packaged for mailing). Other items may include
snack-size bags of chips, pretzels or crackers,
candy, snack-size applesauce or pudding and
granola bars. Personal greetings and prayers will
also be sent to the students, so please be sure to
write a friendly hello or short message on the
greeting paper provided.

If you have any questions, please contact Heather
Wevodau at wevod2@hotmail.com. Many thanks for

your support!
Your Fellowship Teawm

Thank You . . .

¢ “To our family at Christ Lutheran, thank you for
your continued love and support, your thoughts
and prayers, cards, and delivery of flowers over
these past three years. Thank you for gifts given
at Christmas to those less fortunate, in my
parents’ names. Thank you for the much needed
hugs given to me at Daddy’s memorial. They
helped to hold me up. A special thank you and
appreciation to Pastor Kerns, and Leslie
Wadsworth, for regular visitations, communion,
and spiritual guidance, and to Pastor for the
graveside and memorial services. We cannot
forget the special thanks for the use of
Fellowship Hall and to our volunteers, Carl Elser,
Margie Johnson, and Diane and Herb Johns.
We appreciate all you’ve done for us. To the
congregation, family and friends, thank you for
memorial gifts given to Christ Lutheran in
Daddy’s memory. It is comforting to know we
are not forgotten during difficult times. With the
strength and faithfulness of God’s love | will get
through this. ...continued on back page
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Fellowship Breakfast

Congregation Council

SCS Easter Egg Hunt
April 14
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Holy Week

April 15 -20 (See Inside)
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Easter Day Services
April 21
8:30AM and 10:30AM

Youth Happeningsi

Christ Lutheran Youth (CLY/Grades 7-12)
¢ April 5-7 - Spring Retreat (be at church at 6:30PM)
¢ April 28 - Meeting, 6-8:30PM

Upper Elementary Youth (UEYG/Grades 4-6)
¢ There are no activities scheduled for this month.

After-Five Group
The After-Five Group will meet at Noon on April 3 at
Panera Bread on Jonestown Road. No reservations are
necessary; just show up!

THE PRAISE HIM SINGERS

Sponsor a bus trip to the
Museum of the Bible

You are invited to join the Praise Him Singers on a bus
trip to Washington DC, to tour the Museum of the Bible
and the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
on Saturday, June 8, 2019. The bus will leave at
6:00AM from Harrisburg (church parking lot). The trip
includes both tours, transportation, dinner, and driver
gratuity. The cost per person is $110.00. If you would
like to join us, please contact Karen Mummert at 717-
469-4156.
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Thank You . ..

+ ‘It has been a true joy and a blessing these past few
years for me to spend everyday loving and caring
for my parents. For that | am thankful. In God’s
love, and on behalf of Lester (Mick) and Betty Doyle
and our family we sincerely thank you. Love, Sherry
and Bob Hanshaw”

¢ “Thank you for taking such good care of John when
he fell. Thank you, too, for the flowers, and the
visits! Kindness is a blessing and a gift. Thank you
for yours. Susan & John Potteiger”

+ “Dear Friends of the Food Pantry, on behalf of the
Ecumenical Food Pantry, and those who benefit by
your generosity, | would like to thank you for the
generous contribution of four boxes of food.
Sincerely, Jacqueline M. Young, Corresponding
Secretary”

Easter Flowers

A reminder that the deadline for ordering

flowers for our Easter Chancel Garden is

Monday, April 15.  You can sponsor
\ flowers at a cost of only $13.00 in memory
or in honor of someone or some event.
Order forms are available on a table in the
Great Room.
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