HILLTOP HERALD
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Seasonal Rite
for
Summer Worship
Prayer Around the Cross:
Beside Still Waters
Sunday,
July 22, 2018
7:30 PM
“Prayer Around the Cross: Beside
Still Waters” is a liturgy of healing
prayer with the laying on of hands
and anointing, based on Psalm
23. You are invited to come and
gather on this night for a time of
silence, laying on of hands and
anointing along with a time of
quiet personal prayer. We will
gather in silence and the Nave
will be in semi-darkness. There
will be times when chants will be
sung as we prepare ourselves for
each part of the service. The
chants are similar to the ones we
use
while
we
take
Holy
Communion on Sunday during
the liturgy. There will be times of
silence for contemplation and
quiet personal prayer. There will
be a time to pray around the
cross that will be accompanied by
background music that will be
played by our Pianist. Candles
will be lit in a container to invite
the light of Christ to come and be
with us.
This service is different than other
evening prayer services. This
would be a great opportunity for
you to come and have a time
away from the busyness of life
and the worries or concerns of life
that fill your time. So come and
join us on July 22 in the evening
for prayer, laying on of hands,
and anointing.
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A Message . . .

from Pastor Kerns
The thirty-first Synod Assembly of
the Lower Susquehanna Synod is now
completed.
There were ambitious
plans this year that included three
days of events revolving around the
theme, “Eradicating Hunger One
Relationship at a Time.” Beginning
with a Day of Equipping on Thursday,
May 31, 2018, and ending with our
June 2, 2018 Day of Feeding, the
thirty-first annual Synod Assembly,
complete with edification, worship,
and the transaction of the legislative
business of the Lower Susquehanna
Synod is now in the books. (LSS
website)
So what stood out for me? The
Synod has been supporting what is
entitled the R3 initiative, reFORM +
reNEW + reVISION, in renewing
congregations within the Synod.
Currently there are 23 congregations
in the process with a few waiting in the
wings to be part of the process. What
I have come away with is that there
are congregations that are struggling
with survival and this is a way for them
to have some conversation about
renewal.
What is renewal?
That is the
question that each congregation
needs to address for themselves. The
biggest part of the renewal involves
loving our neighbors no matter who
they are. One pastor on a video from
the Assembly stated, “If you do not
love your neighbor then you don’t love
God.” The point is that we are part of
a neighborhood and how do we
interact with our neighbors. Who are
our neighbors and what is their
makeup? Do people know us? Who
are we in our community? What may
the neighbors
Continued on page 3 ...

I want to thank you, the
members of Christ Lutheran
Church, for your recognition of
my 15th year anniversary of my
ordination on Sunday, June 10.
It was greatly appreciated and a
wonderful
surprise.
I
was
humbled by your support of my
ministry and my 15 years in
ministry. I pray God’s blessings
be with us as we move into the
future. I am not sure how many
more years I have but I will be
faithful until the end for sure.
God’s blessings be with all of
you, Pastor Kerns

225 Years Young!

2018 is the 225th anniversary of
the Lutheran Church in the
Linglestown area. The date that
has been gleaned from a past
anniversary booklet has the date
of November 21 as the official
anniversary of our congregation.
The Church Council has talked
about this event during several
meetings and is now seeking
someone or some group of the
church who may be interested in
planning something special for
the anniversary. If you are
interested in planning or helping
to organize a celebration, please
speak to the Council President
Ken Stank or contact Pastor
Kerns.
The
Lutherans
incorporated their church in 1793
at Wenrich’s Church which is
now where St. Thomas UCC
church is located. The Lutherans
then constructed the current
building in 1951-1952 and the
new church was named Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church. At
Continued on page 3 ...
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want or need from us? How can we serve
them?
These are some of the questions that were
presented to us at the Assembly. Each congregation needs to know the context they find
themselves part of and then how do we reach
our neighbors keeping in mind who they are and
what their needs may be. The key seems to be
relationship, relationship, relationship with each
other and our community and the world.
Our relationship with God is at the center of
any relationship we may have. If our relationship with God is strong then it will be easier to
be in relationship with the other person.
I have considered the renewal process that is
being offered but was not sure if we are ready
for that before we figure out our relationship with
each other. The Apostle Paul in his letter to the
Romans in chapter 6 says “We have been buried with Christ by baptism into death, so that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life.” We die and rise daily with our
Lord through our baptisms into Christ Jesus.
That is a powerful relationship for us to be part
of knowing that we are sinners each one of us.
So what is your relationship with God? How
is that going for you? We are not a youthful
congregation but we do have youth and young
families. So what does renewal mean for us?
We have to ask that question of ourselves so
that we can begin a conversation about the future of ministry here on this hilltop in Linglestown.
Are we willing to begin a conversation about
our mission in this place? It is time for us to
consider who our neighbors are and how can
we have a meaningful relationship with them.
Are we open to whoever comes to us seeking
the love of God? Finally there is the question
that I have asked on several occasions, “Who
would miss us if we were not here?” I am proposing some temple talks beginning late August
for us to consider our relationship in our neighborhood and what does God have in mind for
us.
The church is everywhere and God is everywhere and God will not leave us stranded but
will walk with us as we consider our relationship
with each other, with our community, and with
the world. I hope you are willing to be part of
the conversation.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Kerns

[For more information about the Synod Assembly, go to the LSS website-www.lsselca.org and click on Synod Assembly.]

225 Years Young!

...Continued from page 1
the 200th anniversary, the congregation embarked on a fund raising program asking
members for their participation in making our
church building accessible to all who wish to
enter and worship. What will the 225th anniversary bring our way?

Congratulations
(to a few more)
Graduates!
Samantha Cordner graduated
from Central Dauphin on June
5th and will be attending Millersville University in the fall.
Alyssa K. Hartley graduated from Central
Dauphin on June 5th and will be attending
Wilson College in the fall and playing Softball
for them. She will be studying Early Education. She would like to become an elementary school teacher.

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED!
The “counters” who meet Monday mornings to count Sunday’s
offering are looking for someone
to join them. If you are available
and able to help on Monday mornings
(9:15AM), please speak with John Potteiger
or contact the office (717-545-4211). Thank
you!

LIBRARY NOTES
For your summer reading, the Church Library
has added a variety of books. There is
something for everyone of all ages. Take a
few minutes and look at our new additions.
The books are on the book truck in front of
the library. Don’t forget to sign the card and
place in the wall holder.

Your Life.
Your Faith.
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Your Gift to the Future.
At our latest Harrisburg Conference Meeting of
our Synod that I am the Dean, our speaker was
from the ELCA Foundation and is the current
Central PA Gift Planner. It made me more
aware of the opportunity to continue to support
Gods work even after we have passed away.
Many non-profit organizations and colleges and
other institutions will send mailings out encouraging folks to remember them in their will. It is a
way of continuing their mission. So have you
thought about leaving a legacy for God’s work?
This can come in the form of your church or
some ministry of the ELCA or the Camping Corporation and more. There are different ways to
accomplish this as well. Here at Christ Lutheran
we have received several endowments and gifts
from the estates of former members. We are
grateful for those in kind gifts to the church to
help further the mission of our church. If you
have thought about leaving a legacy for the
church in some form, there are several ways of
accomplishing this. For more information, you
can contact Pastor Kerns or Pastor Liz Polanzke of the ELCA Foundation who is the Central PA Gift Planner. She can be reached at 717
- 654-2334.
The following is from the ELCA Foundation literature. “When you’re ready to make transformational gifts—those that exemplify your lifelong
commitment to ministry and mission—the ELCA
Foundation is your partner: Working together,
we can help you answer the call to live as a
faithful and generous steward, while supporting
and strengthening the financial capacities of the
ELCA churchwide ministries, congregations,
synods, agencies, and institutions. We do this
through gifts, financial education, resources,
and investment and endowment management
services.” You can use your own financial planner or legal advisor as well who can help you
consider a gift to the church. Now this is not for
everyone but if you are considering a gift to the
church please pray about it and decide the best
course you can take.
God’s work will continue on until the end of time,
according to Scripture, and that work is important so that the Good News can continue to
be
shared throughout the generations. Peace,

Pastor Kerns

Christ Lutheran Youth
National Youth Gathering
Houston, Texas
June 26—July 2, 2018
Our “CLY” Youth Advisor, Sean Hoffman, will be
accompanying three members of our Youth
Group—Christopher Howard, Kara Parker, and
Allyson Stauffer, who will be traveling with Grace
Lutheran Church, Camp Hill, to attend the National Gathering in Houston, Texas and participate in
a service day with a local charity as well.
We would like to thank the congregation for supporting our youth group throughout the year, so
that the youth are able to help serve the communities in Houston, TX. Please keep them and the
entire group in your prayers for a safe trip.

After-Five Group

July 4 @ Noon & July 18 @ 7PM
The After-Five Group - open to all members and
friends of our church family - will meet for their
monthly lunch at Panera Bread on Wednesday,
July 4, at noon as normally scheduled.

Then…
we meet again on July 18, in the Great Room at
7:00PM. This is our annual planning session.
Come with ideas. I have been exploring some
options. Please let me know if you can make it.
Contact Beverly Stickley, 717-545-3661 or bazstick@comcast.net.

REMINDER—SCHEDULING FOR
THE HILLTOP HERALD
With summer vacation time upon us many of our
members will be out of town. If you know you will
not be available for a particular Sunday, please
contact the office 717-545-4211 and leave a message,
send
an
email
to
secretary@churchonthehilltop.org or you may even
write a note on the back of your Sunday attendance form before the 15th of the preceding month
when you are not able to serve. We will not
schedule you on the requested date(s) when you
are not available. Thank you.

also…
Be sure to notify the office of any changes in your
address, telephone number or email address. We
can only keep you informed if we have your current information.
Thank you!
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****************************
After-Five Group
July 4 & July 18

****************************
Christ Lutheran Youth
National Gathering
Houston, TX
June 26-July 2

Youth Happenings --

Christ Lutheran Youth (CLY) (Grades 7-12)
 No meetings scheduled during July
 June 26—July 2 Nat’l Youth Gathering, Houston,
TX (will be traveling with Grace Lutheran Church,
Camp Hill)
Upper Elementary Youth (Grades4-6)
 No meetings scheduled until the fall

Thank You . . .






“Dear friends in Christ, Thank you so very much
for the prayers, the cards, and the flowers. They
are greatly appreciated. Again, thank you.
Connie Krause”
“Pastor Kerns and the congregation of Christ
Lutheran Church. Thank you all so very much for
the visits, cards, and beautiful flowers, so
beautiful! Just what I needed! I will never forget
your kindness. Loretta Lowe”
“Dear Church family, thank you so much for the
care package you sent me right before my finals.
It is always a great feeling to know you all are
thinking of me and everyone in our church family
currently continuing their studies. It was a very
nice treat to get snacks to munch on while I
studied. Thanks again for this and all you have

Continued …





done to help foster my growth over the years.
Dan Getz”
“Dear Pastor Kerns and my church family, thank
you very much for the thoughts, hugs, cards, and
prayers to console me and my family when my dad
died recently. It has been a rough couple of
months for us, but, I know my dad is in a glorious
place now without any pain. The entire
congregation has been my rock. Thank you.
Donna Murray”
“Christ Lutheran Church, thank you so much for
your recent donation to the food pantry. Your
generosity will help as we serve our neighbors in
need. Deb McDowell for Grantville Area Food
Pantry”

CONGRATULATIONS!
Adam Haynos and his wife, Melissa, on
the birth of their daughter, Rowan Rose,
on May 9. The vital statistics? 8 pounds,
14 ounces, and 21 inches in length. Her
very proud grandmother is Lee Haynos.

