HILLTOP HERALD
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

www.churchonthehilltop.org

LINGLESTOWN, PA

MARCH 2019
Lent - 2019
Ash Wednesday, Mar. 6
The season of Lent begins with
Ash Wednesday on March 6.
There will be two opportunities for
worship on that day:
 12:00PM - This abbreviated
service (30-35 minutes) will
include a rite for Confession,
Imposition of Ashes, and Holy
Communion.
 7:00PM - The full service,
including all of the above, and
preaching.

Lenten Offering Boxes
Included in this mailing is your
Lenten
Offering
Box.
We
encourage you to consider your
stewardship as we move through
the forty days of the Lenten
season. We ask that you give as
you are able to support the
ministry of our church. Thank you.

Midweek Services
Wednesday 7:00PM

On Wednesday evenings through
April 10, we will come together at
7:00PM for Evening Prayer. Our
theme is: “Perfect Love Casts Out
Fear”. Please plan now on making
these services a part of your
observance of this holy season.

And. . .

Soup Suppers

Wednesdays 6-6:45PM

We will be serving a light supper of
homemade soup and bread each
week. Our “menu” will be:
March 13-Chicken Corn
March 20-Baked Ham & Bean
March 27-Chicken w/Rice&Carrots
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This supper will be served in
Fellowship Hall from 6-6:45PM, and
will be followed by time for clean-up
and for fellowship, with our
evening’s
worship
beginning
promptly at 7:00PM. While there is
no “charge” for this meal, there is a
suggested donation of $3.00/person
to help cover expenses.

A Journey
from Ash Wednesday
to the Easter Vigil

Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday
of the seventh week before Easter
and the first day of Lent. The day is
named for the practice of imposing
ashes, a practice that many
Lutheran congregations have found
to be a very meaningful part of the
Ash Wednesday liturgy.
Ashes used as a sign of
repentance is an ancient practice,
often mentioned in the Bible (e.g.,
Jonah 3:5-9, Job 42:6; Matthew
11:21).
The early Christians
adopted the use of ashes from
Jewish practice as an external mark
of penitence. Ashes remind us of
God’s condemnation of sin, as God
said to Adam, “Dust you are and to
dust you shall return”.
Ashes
suggest cleansing and renewal. On
Ash
Wednesday,
this
most
penitential day, we receive ashes in
the form of the cross, the same
symbol placed on our bodies with
the water in our baptism. Even in
this ashen mark of death, we
anticipate the new life of Easter.
Lent is the season of the church
year that marks the journey of our
Lord to the cross. We gather for
evening prayer on Wednesday
evenings as part of our journey.
Lent is a penitential time for us to
spend some time in prayer and
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confession. Some folks will even
fast during times in Lent or may
give up something for Lent as a
sign of their penitent journey.
Holy Week and the three days
begins with Palm Sunday /
Passion Sunday where we begin
in triumph as Jesus did as he
entered Jerusalem only for the
celebration to turn to his
upcoming passion. We read the
passion story on this day as a
reminder of our Lord’s death and
resurrection.
Our week then turns to a brief
service of prayer and lessons with
a lay person sharing the message
from the passages chosen for the
day.
We have now arrived at
Maundy Thursday.
The term
“Maundy” comes from the Latin
“Mandatum” and is from the verb
to give or to order or command.
Jesus sits at the table with his
disciples and they share in the
Last Supper. They join together
in the breaking of the bread and
the pouring of the wine. Foot
washing is also a piece of this
service in some churches. After
Jesus and the disciples finish the
Last Supper and walked toward
Gethsemane, Jesus taught them
a new commandment, “I give you
a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love
one
another”.
After
the
communion meal is completed
this night, the custom is to strip
the altar, which symbolizes the
abandonment of Jesus by his
disciples and the stripping of
Jesus by the soldiers before his
crucifixion. It represents the
humiliation of Jesus and the
consequences Continued on page 4 …
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“Lenten Campaign”
In Support of the
Ecumenical Food Pantry
The Church and Community Committee plans to hold
its fourth special Lenten campaign in support of the
Ecumenical Food Pantry at Messiah Lutheran
Church! We have identified a list of specific products
which are always needed at the Pantry and selected
one category to be our focus for six weeks; each of
the five Sundays in Lent and Palm Sunday.
The suggested items for each week are as follows:
 March 10 – Fruit juice (cans, bottles, or
concentrate, as well as individual boxes) and
canned fruit
 March 17 – Cereal (boxes, bags, oatmeal
packets, pop tarts, granola bars, etc.) and
powdered milk
 March 24 – Canned meats (tuna, chicken, turkey,
spam, Vienna sausages, etc.)
 March 31 – Dry pasta, spaghetti sauce, tomato
sauce, and diced tomatoes, boxed macaroni and
cheese
 April 7– Peanut butter, jelly, and saltine crackers
 April 14 – Personal care products (shampoo,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet tissue, sanitary
products) and individual cakes of soaps
(FYI...Ivory soap, can be used for personal care
as well as to wash dishes)
Kindly place your donated items in the designated
area located in the Great Room
through Sunday, April 14, 2019. As
always, thank you for your very
generous support of families in need!

ADULT FORUM

The Adult Forum continues to meet Sunday mornings
between the worship services in the youth room (#10)
on the lower level. Please come and join us as we
will be exploring some “aha” moments in the
Christmas and Epiphany stories and beyond. Bring a
Bible with you, but we will have some available for
use if you don’t bring yours, as we follow the birth
narrative from conception to Peter’s claim that Jesus
is the Christ.
We do not meet on the third Sunday and encourage
everyone to join us for breakfast in Fellowship Hall.

SYNOD ASSEMBLY
We are in need of one male lay voting
member for the Synod Assembly in June. This year
we will elect a Bishop, Synod Vice President (who is
a lay person) and a Synod Secretary. Please
prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve your
church. If you have an interest or any questions,
please talk to the Pastor.

MarDI Gras, MArCH 3
Mardi Gras 2019 is fast approaching! Join the Sunday
School crew to celebrate on Sunday, March 3,
following the 10:30 service. We will have a
light lunch of walking tacos, burn palms with
Pastor to prepare for Ash Wednesday, and
enjoy a few fun indoor carnival games with
prizes. We hope to see you there! Sign up
in the Great Room or email Alissa Parker at
alissaparker7711@gmail.com.

After-Five Group

This month we will meet for lunch at Noon on March 6
at Panera Bread on Jonestown Road. Join us, no
reservations necessary. Just show up!

REMINDER—

SCHEDULING FOR THE HILLTOP
HERALD

If you know you will not be available for a particular
Sunday, please contact the office 717-545-4211 and
leave
a
message,
send
an
email
to
secretary@churchonthehilltop.org, or you may even
write a note on the back of your Sunday attendance
form before the 15th of the preceding month. We
will do our best not to schedule you for any duties in
the following month.
Also…Be sure to notify the office of any changes in
your address, telephone number or email address.
We can only keep you informed if we have your
current information. Thank you!

LUTHER’S
BREAKFAST CLUB
We will return this month to meet again, on
Sunday, March 24, at 9:30AM, in Room 4, on
the lower level of the education wing. We
invite all of our post-confirmation youth and
any returning college students to join in the class.
They will be discussing current issues as they relate to
the readings in church for that Sunday. So plan on
joining the conversation and bring a friend!

Hilltop Herald-March 2019-Page 4
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of sin as a preparation for the celebration of new life.
On Good Friday, we gather to again hear the
passion story as Christ was put on the cross and
dies. It is a somber service that includes prayers,
recognition of the cross, and the Solemn
Reproaches are used. “Oh my people, O my
Church, what have I done to you” is spoken along
with a petition of those things that represent Christ’s
arrest, death and burial. Then those gathered
respond, “Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and
immortal, have mercy on us.”
We end Holy Week with the Vigil of Easter and it is
considered the pinnacle of the church year. We
gather in the evening in the courtyard with a fire and
the light begins our journey. This is the service of
light where the paschal candle is blessed as well.
Worshippers are reminded of the connection
between the Passover of ancient Israel and the new
Passover, which is Christ’s victory over sin and
death. We move to the Great Room where the hand
held candles are lit as a sign of the light of Christ on
our journey. We then enter the Nave to hear the Old
Testament readings which recount the acts of
salvation throughout history. We begin with the
story of Creation, move to the deliverance at the
Red Sea, to the salvation freely offered from Isaiah
and Daniel’s deliverance from the fiery furnace.
We continue our movement for the night as we
move to the baptismal font for a baptism or the
affirmation of baptism where we celebrate new life.
Our journey then continues to the return of the
alleluia’s and the service of Holy Communion as we
have stood vigil this night waiting for the first light to
appear that represents the women going to the tomb
and finding it empty. Easter has now arrived and the
resurrection celebration is before us.
This is a short synopsis of our Lenten and Holy
Week journey. Some of you may not have taken
part in any of these services and we invite you to
come and join us for the journey. The Vigil of Easter
is the pinnacle of the church year and it is very
impressive. Come and take part as part of your
journey to Easter morning. Then we shout together,
“He is risen, He is risen indeed.”
(From several ELCA sources)
Peace, Pastor Kerns

Breakfast Is Served!
Sunday, March 17
9:00AM-10:15AM

Our Fellowship Team continues to put together a
delicious breakfast (hot and cold items, breads,
coffee, tea, hot chocolate, etc.) for all comers
between 9:00—10:15AM on the third Sunday of
each month, and all for a freewill offering. Be sure
to join us for great food, and lots of fellowship!
Remember, half of the proceeds each month will go
towards a local charity.
This month, half of our free will offering will be
donated to the Nutri-Pack Program—a service that
provides healthy food for elementary school-age
children on weekends and currently serves over 500
families locally.
Watch for more information in the Sunday bulletin or
visit www.cdsd/nutripack.com. Join us on March 17
or you can make a donation anytime during the
month of March.
You may place your check
(payable to “Christ Lutheran Church”) in the offering
plate noted “Nutri-Pack Program” on the envelope...
and please, give generously. Thank you.
NOTE: If you would like to donate a hot or cold
breakfast item, or your time, to support the
Fellowship Team, please sign-up in the Great Room.

CAN YOU HELP?
We are in need of a few
volunteers to help out
around the church.
We could use a few more
Sunday School Teachers. This
would help with the scheduling and would mean that
folks would not have to teach as often. So please
consider helping out and contact Alissa Parker if you
are interested in helping out.

The Bell Choir could use a few more hands at this
time as well. If you can count you can play the bells,
according to the directors. You don’t have to have
an intensive music background and you can enjoy
the comradery of the group. If interested or if you
have any questions, please speak with Alan
Wadsworth.
The Vocal Choir is back practicing and if you would
like to join them they would appreciate a few more
voices as well. Please speak with Gail Hrobuchak.
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Youth Happenings —
Christ Lutheran Youth (CLY/Grades 7-12)
 March 3 - Meeting/Movie w/a message, 6-8:30PM
 March 17 - Meeting, 6-8:30PM
Retreat forms and checks ($100) due to Sean
Upper Elementary Youth (UEYG/Grades 4-6)
 March 3 - Game Day! (following 10:30AM service)

Continued...







Congratulations!
Erin (nee Dinsmore) & Eric Stahlnecker on
the birth of their daughter, Penelope Anne,
on January 28. Her vital statistics 5lbs.,
3oz., & 19 inches. Penelope’s proud
grandparents are Bev & Terry Dinsmore.



Baptized . . .

Connor William Browning, son of Jamie (nee
McAdams) & Dale Browning, (also, grandson
of Cathi Leigh McAdams), was baptized on
February 3 in the name of the Father, Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
Welcome to the Lord’s family!



Rest Eternal Grant Him, O Lord . . .
Lester G. Doyle, a longtime member of our church
family died on February 13. A memorial service, with
Pastor Kerns officiating, will be held at church on
March 10 at 3:00PM. Please remember his wife, Betty,
his children, his family, and all those who mourn in your
prayers.



. . .and Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Him

Easter Flowers

You can sponsor flowers at a cost of only $13.00 in
memory or in honor of someone or a special
event. A reminder that the deadline for
ordering flowers for our Easter Chancel
Garden is Monday, April 15. Order forms
will be available in the weekly Sunday
bulletins.

Thank You . . .


“Dear Church Family, thank you for thinking of me
with the care packages that you have sent to me. I
appreciate your thoughtfulness and the snacks. I
graduated basic training in February and tech
school in June. I am currently stationed at Hill Air
Force base in Utah. I am enjoying the scenery and
snowboarding when I have days off. Sincerely,
Bennett Stehr”



“A shout out to Tim Kimberlin who has again
donated dozens of fresh eggs for our Fellowship
breakfasts! We at Christ Lutheran Church thank
you!”
“Thank you for the beautiful flowers that were
delivered to my home. I enjoyed them very much.
Bernice Weber”
“On behalf of Stephanie, we would like to express
our sincere thanks for the prayers, kind words of
encouragement, calls, notes, and flowers
received during her recent hospitalizations. We
also want to thank Pastor Kerns for his visits
which supported not only Stephanie but the two of
us. Karen and Ed Holtzman”
“To my Church family, thank you so much for the
gift basket last semester. It’s so thoughtful of all of
you to put the baskets together and ship them off
to the college students. I really appreciate the
love and support as I continue on with my
education here at Penn State. WE ARE! Brady
Straub”
“Dear Sisters and Brothers, words cannot express
how grateful we are that you have supported the
CCU Ministries Heating Angels with your check in
the amount of $2,315. God bless you all! Thank
you for your partnership in ministry! With grace
and peace, Steve Schwartz, Director of
Development”
“Christ Lutheran Church, thank you for your
$549.50 donation to the Grantville Area Food
Pantry. All of the donations received are very
much needed and we appreciate that you thought
about us in your time of giving. Please keep us in
your thoughts and prayers as we continue to
serve those in need in the Grantville community
and the surrounding areas. Once again, thank
you, for taking part in this important mission.
Sincerely, The Rev George Robertson, Founder &
Director; & Karen Keaton, Operations Team
“Dear Friends, thank you so much for your recent
donation of $530.50 to Bethesda Mission. Please
know that your support is a crucial part of what
sustains the Mission and impacts the lives of
men, women, and children every day. Your gifts
and prayers are truly appreciated. May God richly
bless your ministry! Scott Dunwoody, Executive
Director

REMEMBER —
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME BEGINS ON
SUNDAY, MARCH 10

